A glass tutorial covering how to make glass tiger beads &
hearts using the following techniques:
White Heart Beads
Encasements
Stringer control
Dot Placement
Basic Sculpting Techniques

By: DavinaMarie CanaleAchen
Beadication.com
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Welcome to m Tiger bead tutorial. Over the years, my husband has collected dilpénitems.
We have prints, ceramics, and enough stuffed tigers to fill a large bookshelf. Once my studio was up and
running, one of the first beads | wanted to make was a tigdr bstrted doing my research. | looked
through book after book. | surfed the internet. | sat looking at the items in his collection trying to
determine: What were the major characteristics that | wanted to bring out in order to make my tiger bead?

After looking at things for awhile, | decided that | need to make a bead that was more tlan just
white, black and tan stringer wrapped around a black core. | also tried some of the other methods | came
across. As | found each method, | would try it out. Eaclegsshad some things | liked and some things
that | didndot. Over time, | started mixing and ma
am about to show you.

I hope you enjoy this tutorial and learn allot from the following pages. If yoe &ay questions
or need anything send me an emaiDvina@beadication.com

Thank you for buying this tutorial. | f you did
my way, you can send money WRaypal;Davina@beadication.com

DavinaMarie

Materials Needetbr Amber Tiger Bead

Basic Lampworking Setiip
This includes torch, glasses, and all the additional safety equi
Glass(Effetre Colors)
Required
White (591204)
Black (591064)
Clear(591004)
Light Topaz(591012)
Medium Topaz(591014)
Dark Topaz (591016)
Optional
Intense Black (591066)
Mashers
Marvering Pad

Sculpting Tool
Instructiors below
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Making the Bead

When you &ke it down to its basic parts, there are dnégeps in making this beadhe great
thing about this bead is that if you mess up on one step, the bead does not need to take tl

dark trip intothe bath water.
The Basic Steps are:

1. Make the stringe

2. Make base bead

3. Cover the base bead with

the stringer

4. Encase the bead

5. Apply the Topaz dots
5 easy steps, but each step is al
invaluable skill to have as a
lampworker. Learning to make
stringers, using the sweet spot ¢
the flame (yes it really does eis
is needed for almost all surface
decorations from flowers and
vines to sculptural frogs. Learni§
to encase a bead without
distorting the core design allows
you to add a depth to your
designs. And then there are the
dots. Dots, dots, dots and more
dots.Not only do you need to fi
the sweet spot to apply the dot
you need know how to melt the
in slowly, again not distorting th

| think every lampworker has experienced the
angst of making a dark transparent colored
bead thatcomes out of the kiln and it is so dark
you canoé6t really tell
because there is nothing in the bead to reflect
the light back to the eye. To solve this problem|
make a small white bead on your mandrel. The
encase the white behwith the dark transparent
color, using the same technique | use to apply
the clear encasement on the Tiger bead. The
thicker the encasement, the darker the
transparent will appear. Make sure that you
either cover the white completely or that the
white you leave exposed is equal all around th
mandrel for the most professional look.

base bead underneath.

Note: The pictures below are from several different torching sessions, making several diffe
beads. | have used different stringers; that is why you see variatiooleinThe darker your
twistie, the darker the end bead will be.
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| Lets Begin!!!!
feg Bad

’ Making the Twistie — T
0 ——

As with everything else in lampworking, there are as many ways to pull twisties as there
lampworkers. For these twisties, | likee pull with tweezers and that it the process | am going
show you belowThis is a great time to practice making your twisties but you do not want t

to be too tight. We want the twistie to look like the ones on the left, not the one to the ri

S

Image 1 Image 2 Image 3 Image 4

Melt a small ball of white glass on the end of the rod. Flatten into a paddle using what e
tool you have available (1). | like my paddles to be between %2 and % inches across but
experiment for yourself to sehow much glass you can handle at a time.

Once you have a paddle, cover the edge of the paddle with the medium topaz (2). On ¢
put a stripe of black (3). Place a stripe of white above and below the black stripe, as showi
pink arrows (4. The white stripes are there to keep the black from spreading and covering |
the white. Repeat on the other side.

NOTE: I like to use intense black for the tiger twisties. When pulling regular black glass yc
get a pur pl e hlwéothtahdsde what yodwprefert If ybui akte enaking colorec
tigers, like blue, try replacing the topaz with the medium shade transparent.

a5

Image5 Image 6 Image 7 (Top) Image 8 (Bottom)
Now, start to slowly melt the paddle back intoaldalbo n 6t rush this; yc
where you placed them (5). Once you have a nice gather, pull it out of the flame and allow
cool. Some people count to five; | prefer to watch the gather as | slowly rotate it. Especially
the white glas, you can see when the gather starts to cool down. Grab the end of the gath:
your tweezers and slowly pull. After you have about 5 inches of glass pulled out, start twis
(7). Remember: You do not want this to be a tig_;ht twist. You want a a'rnimgwist (8).

Hint: Don ot sweat t he small stuff on the twistie.
the thick and thin parts add a nice di mensi onadit
for use on the outside of a beadhere it can be appreciatetlo n 6 t hi de it h
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Making the Base Bead

First, prepare the mandrel. WARNING: DO NOT DO THIS WITH FLAME DRIED
MANDRELS. The mandrel on top is dipped and then thghtyidried. See the rough edges?
Now take the mandrel and gently rub it between your thumb and your forefinger. 1 do it eitt
under the table or | turn the fan up and do it right under the intake. It only takesackawds bul
it makes all the differeze when it comes time to clean your beads.

Now that the mandrel is prepared, start heating it and the end of the white rod in the fla
Using your preferred method make a small base bead.

This is just the BASE
You will be adding 3
more layers of giss

on top of the base
bead so try to keep i
compact.

Allow your base taool slightly then roll it on your Marver so it becomes slightly barrel
shaped. Depending on the diameter of your base bead, you may hanedo a few timeso get
it into the barrel shape. Remember to only move a small amount of glass at a time. Rushir
time will cause you to have a whacked out bead base.

When marvering your bead, gently roll the bead along the top of the Marver. Do not pus
glass or ya will endup with a lopsided bead.

If you bead becomes totally out of shape, just reheat it and start again. You may have t
some glass to the center iIin order to hav

Page 5 of 13 Copyrigbit: Davina-Manie Canale-réchen 2009



woor. Beadication.com

Cover the Base Bal with the Twistie

.. J

With the base bead behind the flame, slowly introduce the twistie into the side of the fle
Touch the melted end to the top of the base bead. Slowly start rotating the base bead aw:
you while gently pushing the twiisinto the base bead. Try to make sure that the touch as
you move from one side of the bead to the other. This is a great way to practice stringer c

If you miss and area, just go back and put a dot of the stringer over the missed arean Y
also turn the twistie while applying it, making the pattern denser in some Asegsu can see,
the stripes should be variegated all over the b@ade the base is covered in twistie, heat ani
round out to a bead shape.

In real life, tger stipes are not uniform in size and shapiger stripes are unique to each
animal, much like fingerprints are uniquegers usually have over 100 stripes per animal. If
shave the fur off of a tiger, you will be able to see the stripe pattern onghe igs s ki n

Some Inspiration
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