
 

Hello all. I was asked to put this together on how I make my Little Angels.  I hope you enjoy it.  This 

tutorial is provided free of charge but if you enjoy it and wish to send a few dollars my way, anything will 

be gratefully accepted.  My Paypal address is Davina@beadication.com.  Better yet, check out my 

website (www.Beadication.com)  and buy a bead or two. 

Please feel free to print this out and share it with your friends. Email it across the world.  I just ask that 

you do not delete my contact information. While I am giving it to you free, it is still my intellectual 

property and I retain all copy write protections.  

I enjoyed putting it together; I hope you enjoy making them. 

Davina Marie 

Beadication.com 

 

Items needed 

Basic Lampworking set up 
Glass Rods 
Twisty Stringers 
Aventurine (Any color will do but most will use Gold) 
Tweezers (The ones I use are thin at the ends but any will do) 
Handheld Graphite Marver 
Mandrels 
  

mailto:Davina@beadication.com
http://www.beadication.com/


 

If you have never made a stringer, they are fun. There are a lot better tutorials out there that cover 
nothing but stringers but here is a quick one that I used to make the flowers on the White Angel.  
 

  
Warm the end of a regular size rod. I used a light 
purple. I then use commercial stringers to paint 

stripes on the last ½ inch of the rod. For this 
tutorial I striped clear and dark purple. 

Melt it all in. Pull the end of the rod out of the 
flame and let it start to cool. Once a skin forms, I 

hold the rod up and let it slump down but my 
studio is really cold. In the summer if I do this it 

drops off. 

  

Grab the end of the gather and start pulling. Pull 
slowly at first. When it gets to the diameter you 

want, pull a little faster. If you want, you can twist 
the rod in your hand while you are pulling. 

Here is the finished stringer. If the gather cools 
before you have pulled it all, reheat and pull again. 
5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƛȊŜ ǎǘǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

throw out those really thin pieces. 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

  



Before you start, you need to pick out the glass you wish to use. I like my angels to be all white with 

color only in the Halo, Wings, and flowers. I used a different color on the head just to show how 

everything goes together. 

   
First, make a nice round bead using the glass you 
choose for the head of your angel. After it is 
shaped, let it cool enough so that it will hold its 
shape when you put it back into the flame. Make 
sure that your bead has a nice dimple. 

Start adding the body. The glass you add must be molten 
hot. Starting at the head, apply a thin layer of glass 2-3 times 
the width of the head. Once the base is down, add glass to 
the foot end until it looks like the picture above. Heat it till it 
balls up and forms a nice dimple at the mandrel  

   
Add more glass until you have a nice fat 
tear drop shape to the bottom of the bead. 
Make sure to keep the head area warm so 
that it does not crack.  

You need to put another 2 wraps around the base of the angel and 
melt them gently in. You want her to be bottom heavy. In a few 
steps you are going to be pulling this layer out to make the ruffles 
on the skirt. 

   
With a 2-3mm stringerΣ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ōŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭΩǎ {ƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ tƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
stringer slightly below the head,  then lay it down against the body. Come straight down from the shoulder about 

¼ the way down the body then angle towards the center. End the arm about where a belly button would be. 
Make another gather and place it slightly less than halfway around the body on the other side. 

  



   
Pull down the second arm the same as the first so that they meet in the middle. I use my bent 

hemostats to define the elbows. You can do the same thing with a small craft knife as demonstrated 
above.  If you get the arms on and you do not like the placement you can try to either adjust them using 
the craft knife or you can just melt them in and try again. Sometimes, just adding a little extra glass on 

the shoulder can make all the difference. 
 

   
To make the skirt, you need to heat up the glass on the outer edges of the ball while keeping the core 
cool so that it does not move. Using your tweezers on the hot glass, squeeze the glass together and 

down to form a nice indented edge as shown in the picture above.  Then, heat the edge, again keeping 
the core cool. Use the tweezers to create a ruffled edge on the edge. Pinch some glass with your 

tweezers and the turn 45 degrees.  Continue around the wholes skirt.  You can use your pick to further 
define the ridges. 

 

WARNING WARNING WARNING From this point on, it is extremely important to 
keep the WHOLE bead warm. If you let things start to cool, the skirt will pop off, 

the wings will crack and I have more than one halo on my workbench. 
 

 

Now it is time to add a small flower where the hands 
should be. Using your stringer, place 3 small dots in a 
triangle where the arms meet. Using your small craft 

knife, crease the center of each petal. 
Using either a complimentary color, or the aventurine 
stringer, place a small dot in the center of the petals 

you have just created. VOILA, flower.  
  
 

  



   
 

bƻǿΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭΩǎ ōŀŎƪΣ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΣ Ǉǳǘ н ǎƳŀƭƭ Řƻǘǎ ƻŦ 
aventurine. I have made the wings out of other transparent colors but like the aventurine the best. Melt 

them halfway in. Let them cool slightly then add an additional dot. Melt the second dot so that it is 
smooth and rounded. Let them cool slightly while you add the halo. 

 
On the Halo, start in the back and slowly turn the mandrel as you lay down a layer of aventurine. Try to 
stop right where you started in the back. If there is an imperfection, hide it behind a small dot of twistie. 

Go back to the wings and warm them enough so that you can use your tweezers to squeeze the dots 
flat. KEEP THEM WARM.  WARM THE SKIRT. WARM THE HALO. 

 

   
 

With the aventurine stringer, add a dot of glass to the top of one of the wing bases you have created. 
While it is still warm, squeeze it with your tweezers. WARM THE WHOLE BEAD MAKING SURE TO GET 

THE SKIRT AND THE HEAD VERY WARM. Now add the upper wing to the other side.  
 

  

CONGRATULATIONS YOU HAVE 
DONE IT!! 

Your little Angel should look something like the 
pictures to the left. 

 
If you had some trouble, check out the next 
section where I help you trouble shoot what 

went wrong. 

  
 

  



Some general rules are as follows: 

If anything pops off, you did not keep it warm enough. If your bead hole in the skirt is out of wack, you 

had the bead to hot when you pulled the ruffle in the skirt. I have used another bead to demonstrate 

some things that can go wrong and how to fix them. 

   
Did you melt your head and your neck together? Heat the area gently and use your razorblade to put a 

small notch where the neck should go. Gently reheat and with the razorblade, make the body side of the 
neck a little more angled. Again, reheat and with the razorblade, pull the body down at an angle. Finally, 

use your handheld marver to make the body back into the nice teardrop shape we are looking for. 
If the neck looks really ugly, you can use a very fine stringer to give your angle a necklace. 

   
Having Trouble with the Skirt? If you can not get the glass to pull down into the nice little ridge to make 

the ruffle you can add just some thin rounds of glass and the put the ruffles in the skirt. I have found 
that using this method, the skirt is more likely to break while doing the wings and Halo. 

If the skirt does break, it is an easy fix. Reheat the WHOLE skirt area until it is nice and warm. Use the 
same color glass rod and fill in the missing area and then redo the ruffles. 

 

If your angel does not stand up after you take if off the mandrel, try 
working the bottom of the bead after you have put the ruffle on. 

Heat the ruffle and the bottom of the bead and then hold the 
mandrel perpendicular to your marver and gently flatten the bottom 

of the bead. 
Slowly rotate the bead while it is warm. A little goes a long way. Do 
not mess up your nice dimpled bead hole while doing this. You may 
find that you have to pull the ruffles down farther to help protect 

the bead hole. 

  



This tutorial is great for making Angels, Ghosts, and Girly Girls. 

 

This is the bead I was making in the 
troubleshooting section above. Her dress is made 
out of white glass, encased in light purple. I 
purposely made the encasement uneven to get 
the stripy effect but this is a great time to 
practice your technique since it looks nice either 
way. 
To make the hair, pull some fine stringer from 
black filligrana and make squiggles all over the 
head and down over the shoulders. 
 
 

This little girl has her hair all smooth on her head. It 
was put on as a stringer around the crown, like the 

halo. Then I added the sides and melted it all 
smooth very slowly. While melting it, I used the 

small craft knife to keep the edges of the bangs nice 
and smooth 

 

 

This Ghost is huge. He is done using the same 
basic bead, just skip the wings and the halo. 
For the face, slightly indent before you place the 
black for the eyes and the mouth. Then, after you 
place the black, gently heat the area around the 
eyes and the mouth to get a sunken, hollow look. 
Be careful when placing the black though, as you 
can see in this picture, a little smudge can be 
really noticeable in photos, even if they do not 
show up in real life. 

 

  


